
Giving.
Why we give cheerfully and generously at Christian Life Centre. 



Giving 
Financial giving is a privilege, a discipline, an act 
of worship, a demonstration of our faith in God 
and commitment to His people, the Church.  Let 
us be clear, God is not after your money, He longs 
for your heart.  The way we handle our money 
often demonstrates the attitudes and motives 
in our hearts and reflects the condition of our  
relationship with God.  God teaches us to give  
freely, not reluctantly, out of duty or obligation or a 
resentful heart.  Giving is a response to the way God 
has freely given to us.  We don’t ‘have to’ give, we 
believe we ‘get to’ give.

Please don’t read this leaflet thinking we are af-
ter your money.  The purpose of this leaflet is to 
give a Biblical approach to money and how we 
can give in a healthy, loving and disciplined way.   
Giving is part of our worship; our response to a  
loving God who gave His Son to die for us on a cross at  
Calvary.  Our giving is in obedience to Jesus’  
teaching on money and the life that He modelled 
for us to follow.  In the New Testament we are called 
to be cheerful givers (2 Corinthians 9:7) and so we 
pray that as you read this leaflet you will learn a Bib-
lical approach to giving and choose to give joyfully,  
worshipfully, in obedience to Jesus, from your heart 
and not under pressure:

‘Each man should give what he has  
decided in his heart to give, not  
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.’

2 Corinthians 9:7



God is not against wealth or wealthy people but 
teaches and warns us about the pressure and  
tension money can bring to our lives and how it 
can significantly influence the decisions we take 
every day.  God is clear; we cannot serve Him and  
Money (Luke 16:13).  Money or God has to take  
priority.  Giving is one of the ways we prioritise 
God.  By giving a portion of our money away we  
demonstrate that we love and put our trust in God 
more than in money.

Regardless of whether we see ourselves as 
rich or poor, money has the potential to 
lead us astray (1 Timothy 6:10).  For example  
someone with lots of money could buy a car 
without thinking or considering God’s will 
and therefore could become independent of 
God.  On the other hand, those that have no  
money can become so desperate and  
frustrated they could be tempted to be  
dishonest or even thieve.

It is because of the potential power  
money has to lead us astray that God teaches his  
followers to develop the heart of a  
generous giver.  To consider ourselves as stewards  
rather than owners of what God has  
given us.  God does not need our money, but we 
need to be givers.  Through regular giving we  
surrender our finances to God and reaffirm our  
commitment and dependence on God to be 
our provider.  Through worshipful giving we  
demonstrate our desire for God to be the Lord of 
our lives above our finance.



How Hard Is It To 
Be Rich and Follow 
God?
‘25 It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for  
someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.’

Mark 10:25

It is hard, but not impossible! (Mark 10:27)  In Mark 
10:17-27 we read about a rich young man who 
wanted to follow Jesus, but when he was asked 
to make a choice between putting his trust in  
Jesus or in his wealth he chose his wealth.   
Following God is a journey of faith; everyday  
trusting in His promise to provide for us  
everything we need. (Matthew 6:19-27,  
Philippians 4:19)  This young man had trusted in his 
wealth.  Now, to be a follower of Jesus, he must decide  
whether He wants to transfer that trust; put it in Jesus to  
provide for him and to demonstrate this trust by giving 
all his wealth away.  Sadly, the young man chose to trust 
in his wealth above Jesus.



The Widow’s Mite 

Offering

In Luke 21:1-4 we read the account often called the Widow’s Mite and see a different 
heart and attitude towards giving.  Jesus tells us what only God knows: this woman 
is not giving a percentage of her wealth; she is giving all she had.  Jesus contrasts this 
with the gifts the rich were giving, they gave ‘their gifts out of their wealth; but she out 
of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’ (Luke 21:4)

God looks beyond the monetary value of our gift and looks at our hearts and our  
willingness to put our trust in Him.  Through giving all she had, the widow put all her 
trust in God.

Sacrifice

Sometimes to give is a sacrifice.  The rich young man had to surrender his  
independence and his ability to buy whatever he wanted from his vast wealth.  Instead, 
he would have to trust God to provide what God thought best.  When the widow gave 
to God it meant that she may have had to go without, there was no reserve or savings 
for a rainy day.  She put all her trust in God and His provision.  She chose God’s agenda 
above her own, putting her own plans on hold or cancelling them all together.  The 
widow had made herself vulnerable and dependent upon God.  If she had consulted 
friends, they may have encouraged more caution, to keep something back, to be ‘wise’ 
but placing her trust in God was the best thing she could have done.  We don’t know 
the rest of the widow’s story but we know God’s promise. 
 
 ‘38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured 
into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured 
to you.’ 

Luke 6:38

We believe that it is impossible to out-give God.  In fact, God says that the measure we 
use God uses to give to us.



How Much Should 
We Give? 
Paul writes to the Corinthians about taking up an 
offering to help the Christians in Jerusalem.  Paul 
starts by describing the offering made by the  
Macedonian churches:
 
 ‘2In the midst of a very severe tri-
al, their overflowing joy and their ex-
treme poverty welled up in rich generos-
ity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much 
as they were able, and even beyond their  
ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they  
urgently pleaded with us for the privilege 
of sharing in this service to the Lord’s  
people. 5 And they exceeded our  
expectations: they gave themselves first 
of all to the Lord, and then by the will of 
God also to us.’ 

2 Corinthians 8:2-5



Here we see the demonstration of people  
giving in response to a need with the 
right heart, putting the Lord first and  
giving generously and sacrificially out of their  
‘extreme poverty’. 

Paul goes on to encourage the Corinthians to be 
generous in their giving and to remember:
 
 ‘6 Remember this: whoever sows  
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.  7 Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things 
at all times, having all that you need, you 
will abound in every good work.’ 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8

Paul teaches that those who sow generously will 
reap generously but that we should give according 
to what we believe God has told us.  In response 
and obedience to God’s leading, we should decide 
in our heart and give accordingly.



Tithing
Tithing can be helpful as a model that we are free 
to follow, not because we have to, but because 
we want to.  The model we call tithing was a legal  
requirement in the Old Testament and was 
10% of their income.  This was like a tax; it was  
unlikely to have been given joyfully because it was 
part of the Law.  However, since the fulfilment of the 
Law (Matthew 5:17) through the sacrificial death of  
Jesus on the cross, we live under a new covenant, we 
are no longer under the Law but covered by grace.     
Tithing is required under the Law and because we 
do not live under the Law it is no longer a ‘legal’  
requirement but serves as a bench-mark, a start-
ing point to help us to understand God’s heart and  
intention for us.

‘10 Bring the whole tithe into the  
storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord  
Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open 
the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that you will not have 
room enough for it.’ 

Malachi 3:10

We know from God’s promise in the Old Testament 
that God promises to bless those who give and in 
the New Testament Jesus took this promise and 
principle further.  Instead of issuing a command 
for us to fulfil, giving was to become the Christians’  
response to God’s love, to His generosity  
demonstrated through the giving of His Son Jesus 
and to the needs of others.  When Paul encouraged 
the Corinthian church to give he wrote:



‘8 I am not commanding you, but I want 
to test the sincerity of your love by  
comparing it with the earnestness of  
others. 9 For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, 
so that you through his poverty might be-
come rich.’ 

2 Corinthians 8:8-9

 Paul goes on to give more advice but encourages 
the Corinthian’s to give willingly and not under ob-
ligation because these gifts are acceptable to God.

‘12 For if the willingness is there, the gift 
is acceptable according to what one has, 
not according to what one does not have.’ 

2 Corinthians 8:12



The New Testament 
In the New Testament the emphasis is not on the 
amount given, but the way in which the gift is given.  In 
fact the gifts recorded in the New Testament are way  
beyond the legal 10% of the Old Testament.  The disciples 
of Jesus gave in response to what Jesus had given them  
(Matthew 10:8) and in obedience to His teaching to trust 
God for their daily provision (Matthew 10:9, 6:25-34) and 
to look after the poor and needy.

It was these principles of generosity, cheerfulness and 
a willingness to share that we see demonstrated by 
the early church in Acts.  The first followers of Jesus 
put God before anything else.  They believed all they 
had been given came from God (James 1:17), He was 
their source and provider and therefore, they were only  
stewards of all they had.  Their hope in eternal life, placed 
within them through the Holy Spirit, gave them a new  
perspective on this life on earth.  They recognised this 
life is temporary and began to store up riches to last 
for eternity in heaven rather than storing up wealth on 
earth (Matthew 6:19-24).  It was this heart and trust that 
gave them the ability to give generously, to share all they 
had and to become a community where no-one had any 
needs:

‘32 All the believers were one in heart and 
mind. No one claimed that any of their 
possessions was their own, but they 
shared everything they had. 33 With great 
power the apostles continued to testify 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And 
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in 
them all 34 that there were no needy per-
sons among them. For from time to time 
those who owned land or houses sold 
them, brought the money from the sales’

Acts 4:32-34



Just imagine a world full of people with this same  
attitude and heart.  According to the World Food  
Programme ‘there is enough food in the world today 
for everyone to have the nourishment necessary for a 
healthy and productive life’ yet there are ‘870 million 
undernourished people worldwide’ and this has been 
‘slowly but steadily on the rise for the past decade’.   
Sadly, this is simply because we do not have a willingness 
to share and still remain trapped by our natural greed.  
As Christians we believe that we are no longer subject 
to the patterns of this world (Romans 12:2), we are told 
to put to death greed (Colossians 3:5) and to become a  
joyful giver demonstrating we have been transformed 
and a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) under the  
Lordship of Jesus.  It is therefore the church, those who 
are saved, who should be leading the way in generous 
giving.

At Christian Life Centre we want to continue to nurture 
a willing, joyful and generous culture of giving as those 
who are being transformed and learning to imitate  
Jesus.  We want to avoid a ‘legal’ system and allow the 
Holy Spirit to move and direct each one of us.  We want 
to seek God, His Kingdom and His righteousness above 
all and not allow money to influence, dictate or lead us 
in the decisions we make.  We hope you will join us? 

The Elim Movement
Christian Life Centre is pleased to be part of a wider 
movement of almost 600 churches in the UK and 9000 
worldwide.  This provides us with a leadership structure, 
advice and administrative support but this does not give 
us any financial support.  In fact, we pay a 10% ‘tithe’ 
of all the offerings we receive locally to Head Office.  All 
that we do together at Christian Life Centre must be paid 
for locally.  It is only through the generous giving of this 
congregation that we have been able to pay the weekly 
costs involved in running a church, employing staff and 
the development of community projects.  We would like 
to say thank you to all those who have faithfully and  
generously given over the years.



How Should I Give? 
Cheerfully; faithfully responding to how God is leading 
you. (2 Corinthians 9:7) We also believe that we should 
give regularly out of our regular income.  

There are three main ways to give:

 - Standing Order
 - Giving Online 
	 -	Sunday	Offerings
 

Standing Order
It is often more convenient to pay by Standing Order  
directly into the church account using the details below: 

Lloyds TSB
Account Number: 00686007
Sort Code: 30-91-87

You can set up a standing order through your online 
banking, or alternatively you can complete our standing 
order form and take it to your local branch.

Online Giving 

If you would like to give to Christian Life Centre, you can 
do so by giving online by visting: 

www.christianlifecentre.com/giving

Sunday Offerings
At each of our Sunday gatherings, we take up an offering. 
You are welcome to give here by placing your gift into 
one of the baskets as they are passed around. 

We would encourage giving regular offerings on  
Sundays as an act of worship, in obedience to God and 
as a declaration of your commitment to God and His 
people.  



Who Should 
I Give To? 
Your regular giving should go to CLC.  For those who have 
decided to be partners we encourage a regular ‘tithe’ of 
at least 10%. However, most importantly we encourage 
obedience and a willingness to give as the Lord leads 
you and to be godly in the way that you steward what 
God has given you.  Be ready to be generous and willing 
to share:

‘17 Command those who are rich in this 
present world not to be arrogant nor 
to put their hope in wealth, which is so  
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything 
for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to 
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and 
to be generous and willing to share. 19 In 
this way they will lay up treasure for  
themselves as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of 
the life that is truly life.’

 1 Timothy 6:17-19



Gift Aid
Currently when a financial gift is given to a registered  
charity the government allows the charity to claim back 
the tax that has already been paid on that gift.  In effect, this 
means that if you give £10 using Gift Aid, it’s worth £12.50 to  
Christian Life Centre.  

This doesn’t happen automatically, you have to opt in to the Gift Aid scheme.  To be 
able to claim Gift Aid you must pay at least the equal amount of tax to the amount 
of tax relief the church claims back on your behalf in the current financial year.  You 
also need to fill in the form that is at the back of this leaflet.  You will then be given a  
number and we will be able to claim Gift Aid on all gifts given under that number.  However, 
it is important that you always put your offerings in an envelope clearly marked with your 
unique number.  If you give by standing order please make sure the number is part of the  
description that appears on our statement.  We always have to be
ready to give evidence that we are administering Gift Aid properly.

The benefits of Gift Aid
 
No extra cost to you - Yet your giving increases significantly.
No need for separate forms - By signing the standard, “enduring” declaration for  
multiple do nations you can avoid the need to complete a new form each time you 
give, but you have the option to restrict to a Single donation if you need to.

What if my circumstances change?

If you cease paying UK income tax or capital gains tax let us know and we will cancel 
your declaration from the date of receipt of your instructions.

Methods of payment

Cash/Cheque payments: We must be able to prove to the Revenue the receipt of the 
donations from each individual donor.  To do this we make use of a confidential  
numbered envelope system which is uniquely referenced to you.- Please ask your 
Finance Officer for a numbered set

Standing order: If you give a regular amount why not set up a standing order?  This 
should quote the unique reference issued to you. - Please complete your own bank 
details, sign and return this to your Finance Officer who will complete the Church/
Dept. bank details and reference before sending this to your bank.



Gift Aid Declaration Form for UK Tax Payers

Please complete your details in BLOCK CAPITALS

MR / MRS / MS _____ FIRST NAMES _____________ 

SURNAME ____________________

HOME Address _________________________________________ 

POSTCODE _________

Optional additional information (if you don’t mind us contacting you this way):

Email ______________________________ 

Phone __________________________

As a UK tax payer, I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my  
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand the 
charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give.

Please choose ONE of the following options
 
 I wish Elim to treat as Gift Aid, all my donations made in the last 4 years, or 
since DD / MM / YYYY and all donations which I make hereafter.

OR

 I wish Elim to treat as Gift Aid, only my single donation of £               
given DD / MM / YYYY (If you select this option you will need to complete a new declara-
tion for further donations)

Signature ___________________________________  Date ________________

If you are giving regularly, please consider doing so by monthly standing order.

OFFICE USE
Benefitting church/dept: Christian Life Centre
Church Name: Christian Life Centre
Elim Church Code: CS002
Local reference ____________  Elim HQ GAD reference ______________________

Elim Foursquare Gospel Alliance Registered Charity 251549 (England and Wales) SC037754 (Scotland)



How do I proceed? 

Simply complete the Gift Aid declaration and hand this to your church Finance Officer 
through whom you will recieve a letter of acknowledgment, once the form has been 
recieved at Elim HQ. 

Standing Order Form
Please complete in CAPITAL LETTERS 

To (Name and address of your bank) 

Please Debit my Account No:

On Day/Date                  each week/month

At the sum of £ Until / /

To: Lloyds TSB (30-91-87)

Please credit the account of Christian Life Centre, South Birmingham 

Account No: 00686007

Name(s) (CAPITALS) 

Signature 

Date


