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It is incredible to think that out of 7.7 Billion people living on earth they are all 
unique.  Every single person is one of a kind, never to be repeated, designed by God, 
created for purpose and loved unconditionally.  Perhaps it’s not so surprising that 
there are so many conflicts and wars, it takes something very special to bring people 
together.  Yet, this is the message of the gospel, that through the cross, Jesus 
reconciled us to each other, so we could be one: one family, one Church, united by 
His Spirit.  This shouldn’t be taken for granted; it is something special, something to 
be celebrated when people live in unity.  This was God’s plan for His people, to be a 
family, built together upon Jesus, a community where God could be present by His 
Spirit.  It sounds easy, but it is a gift of grace and something that we should cherish 
and work to maintain.
 
I’ve been encouraged that over the last few months this sense of one family has 
been growing at CLC.  This must be the result of God’s Spirit moving among us.  My 
pray is that this will grow, that this culture of love and appreciation of each other 
will deepen because when we begin to love, we drive out fear.  When we love we 
release each other from the pressure to conform, compete or compare ourselves to 
each other, instead we are released to be unique.  We are released to be who God 
created us to be and use the gifts God equipped us with.  When we know we are 
loved, we are released from the fear of criticism, the fear of rejection and the fear of 
getting things wrong.  A culture of love encourages, strengthens and spurs one 
another on to ‘have a go’ and to applaud one another as we step up and step out. 
This is the culture I believe God is building a CLC and I love it.
 
I love the diversity of people who attend from over 40 nations.  However, we must 
not take it for granted.  The Bible tells us that unity is a gift and a choice.  It is a gift 
to God’s people, but we must heed the warning Paul gives the Ephesians: ‘Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.’ (Ephesians 
4:3).  Let us all take responsibility to keep and grow in unity and ‘if it is possible, as 
far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone’ (Romans 12:18). 

Be Unique
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February at a glance

Tues 12th
Sat 16th
Tues 19th
Fri 22nd
Mon 25th
 
 

CAP prayer meeting
Limitless ONE
Building clear out
Final Friday Prayer Meeting
Men's Gathering

p. 8
p. 3
p. 11
 
p. 5
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PRIME TIME
Change of Venue & Time!

Now held in The Lounge in 
the Life House, from 10:30 
to 12:00. Still on the third 
Thursday of the month.
Thursday 21st February
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If you’re aged between 11-18 then we have a fun event just around the corner. Limitless 
ONE is a regional event held at Life Church Halesowen for young people in the area on 
Saturday 16th February. An evening of worship, teaching and fun. CLC Youth have decided 
to also use this evening as an opportunity to do a Youth Sleepover at the Centre. It is £10 a 
ticket and consent forms need to be filled out asap. Speak to Becca Hudson for more 
information. 
It’s gonna be quality.
 

Limitless ONE

Plug In Groups

Each week CLC Youth run plug in groups which are specific activities aimed at 11-18s. We 
encourage as many people as possible to part of plug in groups as it is a great way to build 
friendships and community. Our groups are:
 
Netball- Tuesday 6.30-7.30pm @ Shenley Academy (£1 to play) 
Football- Tuesday 7.30-8.30pm @ Shenley Academy (£1 to play) 
Music- Thursday 7.30-9pm @ Christian Life Church 
Gaming- Friday 6-7.30pm @ Life House Lounge 
 
Please do consider getting involved.

Student & Young Adults

Calling all 18-30s. From Friday 1st February we are starting something new in CLC. 
We are creating a space in the week for 18-30s to come together to simply hang out. This 
will be a regular space happening every Friday 8-10pm for you to just come along, play 
some board games, drink some tea, and just be together at Life House Lounge.

This is Jesus

On the evening of the 20th April we will be presenting an Easter production that tells the 
story of the life of Jesus. If you are interested in auditioning for either acting, dancing or 
singing. Please speak to either Becca Hudson or Sue Nicholls.
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 Friday 19th – Sunday 21st April 
Have you seen the Easter Eggs in the shops 
already?  Easter is round the corner and we are 
already working on our Easter celebrations.  Our 
Easter weekend will start with a communion 
service on Good Friday at 7:30pm.  On Easter 
Saturday (20th April), on the back of the success 
of our Christmas presentation Unstoppable, we 
are going to present the gospel through music, 
dance and spoken word.  ‘This is Jesus’ will be 
an opportunity to bring friends, family and 
colleagues to a clear and fun presentation but 
there will be only one performance so please 
book early.  On Easter Sunday we will celebrate 
our risen Saviour at our 9:00am and 11:15am 
services but instead of our evening service we 
will have a Family (Bring and Share) Banquet at 
6:30pm.  This is going to be an exciting weekend 
so please put these dates in your diary and 
lookout for more details next month.

Easter Weekend

Ecumenical Lent Course
The local Methodist, URC and Anglican Churches annually run 
a series of lent studies and they have invited us to join them 
this year.  The studies are looking at the Mystery of God and 
will be held for five weeks starting Monday 11th March.  They 
are hoping each group will have a mix of people from each 
church, but if you would like to go along you would be very 
welcome.  Here are the various meetings:
 
• Weoley Hill United Reformed Church - Tuesdays at 10:30am 
(Starting 12th March)
• St Marys Church of England Church – Thursdays at 10:30am 
(Starting 14th March)
• Selly Oak Methodist Church – Thursday at 7:30pm (Starting 
14th March)

The Mystery of God
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New to Christianity/Jesus?

If you would like to find out more about Christianity, explore the Bible and look at 
what it means to follow Jesus, please contact Lynette Pienaar at 
lynette.pienaar@weareclc.co.uk or the church office on 0121 471 3677.
 

Men's Gathering

Monday 25th February 7:30pm @ Life House
Monday 25th March 7:30pm @ Life House
 
All men of the church, regardless of age, status and heritage, are warmly invited 
to a relaxed and confidential evening at the Life House Lounge.  Our purpose is to 
build friendships and to spur each other on to be all that God has called us to be. 
There will be time to share, pray and look at God's Word together.  For more 
information please see Robert Hunter.  We look forward to seeing you there.

Awaken  Testimony

'On Saturday, when I was sleeping I had a dream concerning the church. We were at 
church busy serving with many people. Then it happened that I slid and fell into the long 
pit which was around. Many people came to help me out. They took the rope and like ten 
of them, they came into the pit and gave me a rope. We start to climb as the group outside 
was pulling us out. Then after coming out, the spirit of the Lord told me “You see the 
power of unity and oneness in the body of Christ, it would have taken you longer to get out 
of that pit” Then he said “That’s how I want my church to be, if you obey me and live in 
unity and love one another, lift one another, encourage one another, I will bless this 
church in an extra ordinary way.
 
Then in the morning I was so shocked when I came into the church and it was the same 
message that Pastor Andy preached. I just bless my soul and thank God for that 
confirmation.' Ernest Ongoma
 
If you have any testimonies from the Week of Prayer: Awaken 2019, please email them to  
phil.jones@weareclc.co.uk.



International Bring and Share 

Banquet

Sunday 3rd March, 1pm
Our next International Bring and Share Banquet will be on Sunday 3rd March.   This is an 
opportunity for us to build one family.  Regardless of which service you attend, why not plan on 
gathering after the 11:15 service at about 1pm and share lunch together.  Bring your favourite 
dishes, enough for you and a few more and we will provide the drinks, plates, cutlery and the 
banqueting table.  We know we are friendly, but it takes time to make friends.  This is an 
opportunity to build friendship across the church regardless of age and nationality.  Please 
plan on joining us!

Parents please help!

At CLC our services are usually 1 hour 30 minutes long but more recently, there have been 
times when it has seemed right to be a little longer.  We don’t want to prolong our services 
unnecessarily but at the same time we want to give room for God to lead us.  When services 
have been longer it impacts on our children’s workers and so we thought it would be helpful to 
clarify expectations.  
 
Our children’s workers are committed to teaching, encouraging and supervising your children, 
but they need the support of parents if the service runs over.  Children become tired and 
restless and we may need to bring them down to quietly join their parents in the service or for 
parents to pick them up.  If we need parents to pick their children up we will put a message on 
the screen.  If this happens please will you quietly leave and collect your children.  There have 
also been times recently when parents haven’t picked up their children immediately after the 
service because they are spending time chatting with friends, while this is understandable and 
something we want to encourage, our first priority is to our children.  
 
Please would parents remember to pick up their children promptly after the service ends?  If 
there are any questions or suggestions, please talk to Sue Nicholls 
(sue.nicholls@weareclc.co.uk) or Pastor Andy (andy.boxall@weareclc.co.uk).  Thank you.    
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The BiG Invite

Sunday 24th March – Gary Gibbs
So many people have never attended church 
and the BiG invite is an opportunity to invite 
as many as possible to come and see 
for themselves.  We take it for granted, but for 
those who have never been the thought of 
coming to church can be really 
daunting.  When you are unfamiliar, you don’t 
know what to wear, what time to arrive, 
where to sit and what you will be 
expected to do.  Will you have to sing, read 
the Bible, pray out loud or hug the person 
next to you?  The BiG Invite is a service 
where we will focus on those who have never 
been before and help them have a great 
experience of what a church service is 
all about.  Gary Gibbs is a 
gifted communicator who will clearly present 
the gospel and invite our guests to follow 
Jesus.  Please look out for invites in the foyer 
and begin to pray for a fruitful weekend.

Baptism Service

Sunday 17th March, 6:30pm
 
We regularly give the opportunity for new followers of Jesus to be baptised.  Jesus set the 
example to His followers by getting baptised and so we believe that this is an important step for 
those who have decided to follow Jesus to take.  If you would like to be baptised or find out 
more please speak to one of the Pastors, collect and complete a form from reception after any 
of our services or send an email to office@weareclc.co.uk.  We will then arrange for you to meet 
one of our Pastors who will then invite you to a baptism class on Tuesday 12th March at 7:00pm 
at the Church. 



CAP

Good news, in that two more of our clients have become debt free 
already this year. They received our hampers at Christmas and 
were very, very grateful! The support represented by the gifts 
meant a great deal, ensuring that their families had a decent 
Christmas, so thank you all very much.
 
Meet Marlene Ledgister
 
The CAP Money Course is a national programme that has been 
developed to support people to better understand how to 
manage their money. It is delivered in an informal, 
non threatening supportive environment that allows 
everyone to feel at ease and so benefit from using a mixture
of practical activities and discussion.
 
It teaches a simple but very effective principle enabling you to see and manage exactly 
where your money goes, meaning you manage your money rather than your money 
managing you.
 
During a period following being made redundant in 2014, I started to support CAP, by 
attending information sessions and volunteered with a couple of visits with Judy (the local 
CAP manager) in her role helping people to put together information to get plans in place 
to manage their debt with the aim of becoming debt free.
 
A new daytime job meant that I was not able to continue in that way, but last October I 
took up the opportunity to attend the national training to deliver the CAP Money Course. I 
then went along to observe a course being delivered in Bourneville over three weeks in 
November. I was greatly impressed by the course and could see how it was benefitting 
those who were attending – even adopting some of the budgeting tips myself!
 
I really do believe that this course is a great resource and I am really keen to run my first 
course here really soon. It’s a course for anyone and everyone. I’ve had a long career in 
adult learning, so I am really blessed to now be in the position to use my God given talents 
to bless others – something I’d been praying I would be able to do.
 
CAP Prayer meetings are held at St Stephen's church, Serpentine Road, B29 7HU at 7.45 
pm, on Tuesday 12th Feb, 12th March and 16th April - all are welcome to attend.
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Pastor Emmanuel's Sabbatical

Pastor Emmanuel will be taking a Sabbatical from March
until the middle of May.  He has such a heart to serve 
the Church in Nigeria.  While he is in Nigeria, Pastor
Emmanuel will be exploring the impact that social 
media has on spiritual formation and will hope to 
publish a book from his research by the end of 2019.  
We are excited that both Pastor Emmanuel and Joyce
are taking this opportunity to spend some time in 
Nigeria together to be refreshed, reflect and in the 
words of Pastor Emmanuel ‘rediscover the Church 
I left behind some 20 years ago’.  On Sunday 24th February, we would like to take up an 
offering to support their ministry, cover some expenses, bless them as well as pray for them.   
We know that this is also the last week of half term and some people may be away.  Please pray 
and if you are led to contribute there are several ways to give:  You can give in the special 
offering on Sunday 24th February, place cheques payable to Christian Life Church but marked 
for ‘Pastor Emmanuel Sabbatical’ in the offering during the month of February or make an 
online transfer to the church account again marked ‘Pastor Emmanuel Sabbatical’.  Thank you 
in advance for your support.  Emmanuel will be missed but we trust God will use them both as 
they continue to serve Him in Nigeria and will return enriched, revived and equipped for their 
next season at CLC.   

Please be considerate!

We are so grateful to those who help in our car park on Sunday’s, we know that we have limited 
space so please encourage them and thank them.  However, if you are unable to park in the car 
park please be considerate when you park on the streets close to the church.  We want to be 
good neighbours, but many local residents are frustrated by the cars on Sunday’s, often people 
park across drives and are not very courteous to the residents.  Please consider where you park, 
if you are able to come a few minutes earlier and park further away that would help relieve the 
pressure.  If you would like to offer to serve in the Car Park team, please talk to Stanley Ugwueze.
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God Conversations

12th – 13th October 2019
CLC is hosting 'God Conversations' conference with Tania Harris who is a pastor, speaker, 
author and founder of God Conversations, a global ministry that equips people to recognise 
and respond to God’s voice.  With a diverse history as a church planter, pastor and Bible 
College lecturer, her ministry is known for its biblical depth, practical wisdom and ‘God-
stories.’ She speaks to groups of all ages and traditions and is a popular voice on radio in 
Australia, New Zealand and the UK. Currently Tania is completing her Doctorate in Ministry 
researching peoples’ experiences hearing God’s voice. Tania is an ordained minister with the 
Australian Christian Churches.  Hillsong is her church home in Sydney, Australia.  This is a 
definitely a date to put in your diary!

Christianity Explored

After Easter we will be starting a course to explore Christianity.  This is ideal for new Christians 
or those who just want to find out what Christianity is all about.  It is a safe place to explore and 
ask questions.  If you would like to attend or be part of the team please contact Lynette 
Pienaar: lynette.pienaar@weareclc.co.uk.

10



Building Hire

We need to improve our system for booking rooms so we have created a new booking form.  If 
you would like to hire a room, please complete / send a 'Building Hire Form' to Phil Jones 
(phil.jones@weareclc.co.uk) and await confirmation.  This will help us make sure events are 
appropriately advertised, keys are arranged and to avoid clashes.  Thanks for your help.

Building Clear Out

On Tuesday 19th February we would like to have a clear out at the Church and the Centre but 
we need help.  If you are free on this day would you let us know by calling the office or sending 
an email to Phil (phil.jones@weareclc.co.uk).  This may be an opportunity for those who are 
doing their Duke of Edinburgh awards to give a few hours volunteering.  If we can get enough 
volunteers we will hire a skip.

We would like to build a church skills database.  We often need to get work done and try to use 
local trades and businesses, but if there are trades and businesses within the church we would 
like to support them.  If you have a business, trade or skill and would like to be part of our 
database, please email Phil (phil.jones@weareclc.co.uk).  It could be anything from plumbing 
to gardening, surveyor to plastering.  This could also be used to recommend to others who 
attend CLC and need a workman.  Thank you.

Church Skills Database

We would really appreciate a few more volunteers for the Communion, Reception and 
Welcome teams.  The more volunteers we have, the lighter the load.  We would also like to 
expand our team to have a dedicated team for our ‘after service’ connect point.   At CLC we 
encourage everyone to not only attend, but to use the skills God has given them to partner 
with us to make church happen.  If you would like to get involved please see one of the staff 
team or email: office@weareclc.co.uk

Volunteers Wanted
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CLC Intern Programme

CLC Intern Programme starting September 2019
 
• Step Up in faith
• Step Out of your comfort zone 
• Step In to a new adventure
 
In September we are launching our new CLC Intern Programme.  If you are age 18+ and ready 
for an adventure consider coming on team as an intern in September 2018.  The 10 month 
programme will offer ministry experience, character development and leadership training. 
 Interns will be assigned an area of ministry to serve in, a mentor to meet with and will work 
alongside the Pastors and staff team at Christian Life Centre.  The programme is free but interns 
can serve part-time if necessary to give time to work to support themselves.  Because we are 
only an hour from Regents Theological College and our intern programme can run alongside 
any of the Applied Theology degree courses.  There may be a limited number of bursaries 
available towards accommodation, details on request.  We are particularly interested in those 
with a passion for worship, youth, young adults, students, children, community outreach, 
schools work, sound engineering or design.
 
For more details email: office@weareclc.co.uk or call 0121 471 3677 www.weareclc.co.uk
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Produced by Saltmine Trust in partnership with 
the Passion Trust and directed by Saltmine’s 
Artistic Director Caroline Wilkes (who has also 
worked with Royal Shakespeare Company, 
Birmingham REP Theatre), The Birmingham 
Passion Play 2019 will be a visceral, dynamic, 
moving and celebratory retelling of the Easter 
story, made by and for the city of Birmingham. 
The production will be performed three times 
on Tuesday 16th, Wednesday 17th and Thursday 
18th April at 12:30 each day and will incorporate 
Saltmine’s team of professional actors 
alongside a huge volunteer community cast of 
actors and musicians.
 
 

The Birmingham Passion Play



FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

 @wearechristianlifechurch

TWEET US ON TWITTER

 @weareclc

 @weareclc

www.weareclc.co.uk

At CLC we welcome all visitors to our church family.  We have a team of dedicated 
volunteers who help to make guests feel welcome and connect with new members and 
visitors.  We would like to expand our team, especially for our 'after service connect 
points'.     If you would like to be part of the connect point team or want more information, 
please speak to Lynette Pienaar or contact her at lynette.pienaar@weareclc.co.uk.  We 
would very much appreciate it. 

Connect! Join Our Team!
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This is Jesus - Saturday 20th April at Christian Life Church
 
Parent Summit – Saturday 11th May at Christian Life Church
 
International Sunday – Sunday 14th July at Christian Life Church
 
Summer BBQ - Monday 26th August, venue to be confirmed
 
God Conversations - 12th and 13th October  at Christian Life Church

Dates for the diary



Stay Connected with CLC

At Christian Life Church we want to invite you to everything.  We don't want you to miss out on 
encountering God or making deeper friendships at an event simply because you didn't know. 
To help us keep in touch we use a database called ChurchSuite and from there we can email, 
text, and call you.  This is also what we use for pastoral calls (for example, if you or your family 
members are ill) and to create rotas for those on teams.
 
However, with the Data laws changing (GDPR), we need your express consent again for us to 
continue holding your personal information (e.g. name/address/phone/email). We have a new 
Privacy Policy: www.weareclc.co.uk/privacy-policy. But if you don't respond, we will 
unfortunately need to delete your data, which will mean that you'll need to sign up again later.
 
Sounds like a lot of work, doesn't it? We need your help!
 
1. Please respond to the emails sent to the email address you provided us. It is easy to update 
your information and give consent for us to keep your data: just click on the link, and it'll help 
you with the rest.
 
2. If you didn't receive an email, please check your details at reception. You'll find a printed 
copy of your information to review and the opportunity to give your consent again.
 
3. If you don't think you're on our database but would like to be, please send our office an email 
with your name in the subject to: office@weareclc.co.uk or call 0121 471 3677.
 
We send an email every week, highlighting the events that week.  There is also a calendar on 
our website: www.weareclc.co.uk where you can find out lots more information.  We can be 
found on social media with @weareclc.
 
Hopefully you will never miss an invite again!
The CLC staff team.

weareclc.churchsuite.co.uk
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Weekly Church Programme

WEDNESDAY
9.30am Cosy Toes Toddler Group (CE)
7.30pm Church Worship Team (CH)
 
THURSDAY
11.00am Ark drop-in Lounge (CE)
1.15pm CAMEO (CH)
 
FRIDAY
6.30am Early Morning Prayer (CH)
9.30am Cosy Toes Toddler Group (CE)
10am Craft and card making (CE)
11.00am Encounter soaking time (CH)
6.00pm Kidzone kids club (CE)
 
SUNDAY
9.00am Worship & Communion
   incl: Children’s programme (CH)
11.15am Worship Celebration
   incl: Children’s programme (CH)
11.15am Sunday Morning Youth (CE)
6:30pm Evening Service
 
Please see website for Life Group details

Venues:
CH: Church, 900 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, B29 6HW
LH: Life House, 4 Frederick Road, Selly Oak, B29 6PB
CE: The Centre, rear of 2 Frederick Road, Selly Oak

0121 471 3677
www.weareclc.co.uk
2-6 Frederick Rd., Selly Oak, B29 6PB

@weareclc


